LTI

AALANRN A ALt

 Approved For Release 2000/04/14 : CIA-RDP7

Observer

WASHINGTON, June 28 — The
news accounts of “fun-loving” Rus-
sian diplomats and *‘society osteo-
paths” leading Tiber{an lives in Eng-
land have secretly delighted, some of
the most sober sples in Waghington,

In the long run, they bhelieve,
Christine Ieeler may pirove the
greatest boon to the capigmage pro-
fession since Rose Greenlmw tipped
the Rebs on the Yankee plans at Bull
Run. During the past dewmade, public
respect for the espionage agent has
skidded badly. ¥herybocty in Wash-
ington knnws a few spies and knows
what a hangdog lot thgty have be-
come.

The trouble is that with
the dcvelopment of the

 OQur

Poor Central Intefligence Agen- |

Spies- ¢¥ there hegs been a sys- |
tematic atlempt to mech-.
anize espionage, .to take it away
from people and tugn it over to
radar screens and high-altitude ca-
meras. This {s consigtent, of course,
; with prevailing theowles that people
! are obsolete.

var
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whethifr  the sundry international
¢ V-ringss hinted at in the press are
actuntlly spy rings, ag we are encour-
raged to believe, or whether they
‘e ‘en exist at all.

‘I'ree point 18 that the public image

iof epplonage Is again being revised. |

.I! { g suddenly obvious, as it should
havpe been all along, that the rorrup-
tibfifty quotient of the human race is
stifi just as lugh as i wa= when
Jashua sent agents ity Jericho to

carrupt & lady of the town.

i There are, obvicusly, =ome chores’

i For years, C.LAy directors havejtiat radar stil cenn: t perform 8s,

! been going about the country boast-
!!ng that they have brought apying
"into the 20th ceptury by getting

rid of Mata Hari and {ustalling the |
| electronic pecper.

' The social conmequences of this |

'were predictable. The spy, de-glam-
orized and reduces to an operator of
machines, lost caste. 1t becama fash-

ionahla hers to simeer about them as

bookkeepers and file clerks, and in-’
deed they often flitted the image with
sullen desperatdion.

The man Inwlied for dinner to a
spy friend’'s 1arze expected to find
him changirg Ltre haby's diapers and
grousing slxtgt the eir-conditioning
breakdown st the ~ffice. One could
always excli rnarades after dinner. |

! e low point in the
Old  steial  history of thel
as American spy came in/

Jeriche: < #€C vwhen the U-2 pilot,
‘aary  Francis  Powers,
was sh); dowm over Russia and pub-
licized :4p the typical spy of the ma-
chine 3¢, Tnstesd of 8 James Bond,
savageif cireed survivor of a thou-
sand ‘il s Lo wag a gweet-tem-
pered pa o iud, an acrial tractor
drivg s WPy hied gome jnlo the busi-
ness fer;t. tog wmaney.
Aned g o0 course, tliersg e tha
Chunedriss Yoo v oaffair in Londor.
And lansey, s nevitable after-

traat %o - o tupud news sories
; A0t ot o s reneg of Yinteima
Phoagifdern 1y e ver bureancr2 i
ral el e o o Gfference whatie
Y
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‘w-ell 3 the human agent There wa.s,
tonvirelng pronf of ihis in the:
! spring when the mxvxet sclent!st:;
‘Oieg V. Penkovsiy, arother “fun-|
loving” Russian, since executed, was'
found to have betrayved secrets to:
Tthe West after being corrupted by
his taste for wild lving.

The Christine Xeeler
Boon case, with its faded
rom Edwardian plot and its
Christina Proven appeal to the
priiient, confirms every
fantasy of lan Fieming, and the
prestige and sacial standing of sples
everywhera nrg thereby enriched.
There will he less sneering now
about to- “le Clerks of the C.IA.
¥or ~uue Ume to come now, when
spy frenis cail about dinner, non-
apies w0 peeepl with alacrity, If

will net b disaeayed, Instead, he will
dugeres . giudy those tell-tals aun-
viry o 'hes wroind the spy’s eyes
aial onder if porheps iast week he
svam o Lhe pool of g soclety op-}
tomeetri-t an Irme,

It rhovides are suggested after
Tirsce the guest vl go along with
the boax v good spirit. knowing his
host vould certeinly prefer chemine-
de-fer witis a Rumaniar killer in
[ 1ehan

ans whiv gl aver town,
e s e have haers srapelng taller
{1 Lie ook teo weeks, Vs Keeler
Fos 2o~ crens A now lypwe on the
vl e omaginatlon

S p— -

the spv a-ar,es the dlaper, the guest}
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